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Looking for an opportunity to support your
favorite cause and get a great deal? Nearly
500 anglers had their chance last May at
the Fish Futures Annual Banquet and
Auction.

The 14th Annual Banquet and Auction
was held at the Royal Crown Banquet and
Conference Centre. Nearly 500 people at-
tended the banquet - helping to raise more
than $40,000 for Fish Futures projects.
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• Guests were treated to a hand-prepared
meal of one of Manitoba's own fish - pick-
erel, marinated in sauce and served with
fresh garden vegetables.

• 2002 marked the 2nd anniversary of the
Casting Contest. All eyes turned to the bal-
cony as competitors attempted to cast off
into the bucket below, in their chance to
win a Lund boat, motor and trailer pack-
age.

• The Master Angler Draw boasted more
than 500 items available to be won and the
silent auction was longer than ever before.

The proceeds from the Banquet and Auc-
tion help to fund angling, education, and
fish habitat enhancement projects.  The 2003
Banquet will be held on Thursday, May 1st.

 �	��!"�#����$���	������������	�	��

%���������&�%�	���'��	���������������	�������(��)�	������*������

Auction item displays are held up high during the fast-paced, high-energy, live auction.

Continued on page 2...
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Joel Hunt
Don Lamont
Dr. Ken Stewart
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Rob Cann - all photos except the following:
Joel Hunt - Assiniboine River
John Toone - Aboard Namao
Lori Thompson - Interpretive Centre
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The 2002 Live Auction featured some ter-
rific items up for bid, including these fan-
tastic trips:

•A trip for two to five star resort Kississing
Lake Lodge, where guests enjoy "some of
the hottest Pike, Lake Trout, and Walleye
fishing in the North"

•A trip for two to Olafson's Gods Lake
Lodge, where guests are treated to an "an-
gling smorgasbord" of lake trout, walleye,
brook trout, northern pike, and whitefish.

•An all-inclusive trip for two to Knee Lake
Resort.

•A trip for two to Fishing Lake Lodge.

•A trip for two to Budd's Gunisao Lake
Lodge, where guests can angle for 10lb
plus walleye and twenty pound northern
pike.

•A trip to Roger's Fishing Lodge in Port
Eliza Inlet, B.C.

•San Antonio Golf - Six days, seven nights
in San Antonio to play six rounds of golf.

Great food, wine, prizes, company, and bid-
ding opportunities meant a great time for all.

Tickets are available through members of
the banquet committe: Darian Major, Chair-
man; Don Lamont, Co-chair; George
Bones; Bob Williams; Clancy Hildebrand;
Rick Dobel;  Stephen Yuffe; Jerry Kruczek;
John Armitage; Rob Sproule; Tom
MacNair; Sandy Williams.
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Special recognition was given at this year's
Banquet to Knee Lake Resort.

"Knee Lake has been a tremendous sup-
porter of our Dinner," says George Bones,
Fish Futures Banquet Committee Member,
"they have been very instrumental in the
money that we have raised."

With its donations of "trips" to the Fish
Futures Dinner and Auction over the past
twelve years, Knee Lake Resort has helped
to raise over $1,000,000 for Fish Futures
projects.

Knee Lake Resort is pleased to contribute.
"Fish Futures... is a group that definitely
cares about the province and does what it
can to make it better," says Ryan Suffron,
Marketing Assistant at Knee Lake Resort.

1��	
Auction Highlights
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Board of Directors
Lorne Colpitts - President
Darryl Bohart - Vice-President
David Carrick - Past President
George Bones
Joel Hunt
Darian Major
Tom MacNair
Kenneth Stewart
Lori Thompson
Rob Tkach
John R. Toone
Duncan Wain
Tom Walker
Bob Williams
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Guests dined in elegance in the ballroom at the
Royal Crown Banquet and Conference Centre.

These fantastic original paintings were only two
of the terrific items up for bid at the 2002 auc-
tion.
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Build it and they will come.  The old adage
proved true at the Whiteshell Hatchery this
summer, where visitors flocked from as far
away as Holland, Brazil and Trinidad.

In its first season, the new Interpretive
Centre at the Whiteshell Hatchery had 4079
visitors – that is 1728 people on regular
tours, 336 people on special tours, and 2015
who just dropped in.

“Everybody likes the place,” says Trevor
Smith, Head of Fish Culture at Manitoba
Conservation who is very pleased with the
success of the Interpretive Centre, “there
was not one bad comment in the guest
book.”

Many of the locals returned three or four
times, bringing along their visiting family
and friends with them.

A full time interpreter is available seven
days a week from 9:30 to 4:30 - thanks to
the Parks Branch.  Two guided tours are
scheduled each day but tours are also avail-
able to casual “drop in” visitors.  The tours

have become so popular that the centre
plans to purchase a portable loud speaker
for the interpreter and a phone/fax modem
for the staff.

Labour Day marked the end of visiting sea-
son at the hatchery, but the hatchery em-
ployees are now in the midst of their busi-

est season – they have finished stocking
for this year and the brook trout and arctic
char have begun to hatch.

Next year the centre hopes to stock the
aquarium with sturgeon in lieu of trout. If
plans go ahead it will provide a terrific op-
portunity to get a glimpse of this rarely
seen fish.

SR

Fish Futures funds fishery research, fish
and fish habitat enhancement, and educa-
tion projects.  Project proposals must be

environmentally and technically sound re-
sulting in long-term, sustainable fisheries.
Since its inception in 1989, Fish Futures
has generated more than $1,000,000.00
through partnerships and direct
fundraising.

Joel Hunt
Projects Committee Chair
200-1555 St. James St.
Wpg  MB  R3H 1B5

Phone (204) 945-7794

Email jhunt@gov.mb.ca
Fax (204) 948-2308

Examples of research Fish Futures has pro-
vided funding to include but are not lim-
ited to, the Dr. Ken Stewart Scholarship in
Aquatic Biology and Conservation and re-
introducing lake sturgeon into the
Assiniboine River.

Fish and fish habitat enhancement projects
have included the Sturgeon Creek fishway,
Brokenhead River watershed management
study, and Falcon Creek spawning habitat
enhancement.  Education projects have
included the Lake of the Prairies angler edu-
cation program, Zebra mussel education
program, and the Whiteshell Hatchery In-
terpretive Centre.

If you or your group/organization are con-
sidering a research, fish or fish habitat en-
hancement, or education project, Fish Fu-
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tures invites you to apply for up to
$25,000.00/project to help with funding.

For an application or more information
please contact:
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2002 was a special year for those involved
in organizing the award-winning event
called Fish Winnipeg. Celebrating its 5th
anniversary, this unique event has
prospered and done more to promote
urban angling than ever dreamed of when
the idea came up close to six years ago.

The Urban Angling Partnership was trying
to come up with  new ways to promote  the
great angling in downtown Winnipeg
when it was suggested that the group
organize a one day event that would expose
Winnipeg's media and  business leaders to
this fishing bonanza.

Gary Swanson from Manitoba
Conservation, who now sits as co-chair of
Fish Winnipeg, suggested that funds
raised be directed towards a program that
would benefit the underprivileged youth
of this city.

After forming a committee consisting of
Fish Futures Inc., The City of Winnipeg,
Manitoba Conservation and The Complete
Angler, a plan was developed and
implemented. With more success than ever
hoped for, three years later, the event
helped cornerstone a National Recreational
Fisheries Award from the federal
government for the members of the Urban
Angling Partnership.

As local and international media took no-
tice,  requests from all across North America
poured in for a blueprint of the program.

“This one day event does more to promote
fishing in Winnipeg and the province than
anything else I have ever been involved
in,” says John Toone; a lawyer with the
Pitblado law firm and Fish Winnipeg com-
mittee member who sits as the representa-
tive of Fish Futures.

“The event is unique in this country. It’s
organized and run by the whole gamut of
the community, the public sector at
provincial and municipal level, the private
sector, the corporations and professionals
as well as individual volunteers. Its
success lies not only in the results but also
in the achievement of bringing all those
sectors together as one to raise money for
the youth at risk in this city” says Toone.

 The results have been astounding. “The
youth at risk fishing program teaches
fishing as an alternate to street activities
but just as importantly it teaches the
principles of conservation and individual
responsibility for the resource through
catch-and-release fishing and selective
harvest.”

Fish Futures is privileged to make an
investment in the future of fishing and
conservation by giving each child in the
program his or her own rod and reel to keep
them fishing. Rob Cann with Manitoba
Conservation and one of the key
organizers of the event says "the Fish

Winnipeg program provides kids with the
opportunity to enjoy a memorable fishing
experience along Winnipeg’s rivers and
streams. For many, this is the first time they
have ever gone fishing and hopefully is an
activity that will last a lifetime."

Fish Winnipeg started working two years
ago with the City of Winnipeg at
subsidizing a Kids Fishing Camp. From a
humble beginning this Camp has proved
so successful the City is now offering four
weeks, starting the middle of July each
summer.

The money is raised during an afternoon
corporate fishing event in which
businesses and individuals pay for the
opportunity to fish with a local guide from
one o’clock to five o’clock in the afternoon.
All fish that are caught are measured for
length then released.

The total length of all fish caught in each
boat during that afternoon will determine
the Fish Winnipeg Corporate Challenge
winner and bragging rights for one whole
year.      DL
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On October 27th, 2002 five Fish Futures
Board members set sail on the Namao, a
one hundred foot coast guard vessel that
was rescued from the scrap heap and
brought to Lake Winnipeg by the Lake
Winnipeg Consortium to be used for re-
search purposes.

The Lake Winnipeg Consortium is a non-
profit incorporated body that acts as a
facilitor to promote research in the lake
Winnipeg Basin.

The Consortium holds an annual forum,
out of which comes a research plan; it pro-
vides researchers with access to the
Namao; and it has a mandate to educate.
To this end, the consortium provides high
school students with the opportunity to
witness the research conducted on the
Namao.

Government and university researchers
conduct research aboard the Namao.
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On an early September morning, Fish
Winnipeg guides headed out on the Red
River in the pre-dawn darkness within city
limits, taking Winnipeg’s media outlets
fishing.

The media fished until 8:30 a.m. when they
congregated at the Forks for a wrap-up
breakfast to hear about the
accomplishments of Fish Winnipeg.

Close to $20,000 was raised this year to
take Winnipeg’s Youth at Risk out fishing
from shore during the summer of 2002.

 Most of this money was allocated to the
City of Winnipeg’s Community Services
Department to administer a program that
took more than 600 young anglers fishing
this past summer.

Every first time angler to this program also
received a rod and reel combination

provided by Fish Futures Inc; a component
of the program committee members felt
would ensure the longevity and
opportunity these youth would experience.

Facts from the year Manitoba Angling
Survey 2000:

• Almost 14 million fish were caught in
2000.

• Most of the fish caught were walleye,
northern pike, and perch.

• 51% more fish were caught in 2000
than in 1995.

• There were 185,971 licensed adult
anglers in Manitoba in 2000.

• Over 60% of non-Canadian anglers are

from the West North Central area of
the U.S.A.

• If you add it all up, anglers fished in
Manitoba for approximately 2.71
million days in 2002.

Fish Futures has been a supporter of the
Consortium and has contributed to Lake
Winnipeg research activities and the
Namao.

The Fish Futures group saw the equipment
and techniques used to collect water and
air chemistry data, small plants and ani-

mals living in Lake Winnipeg and on its
bottom, as well as fish from throughout
the water column.

The group was impressed with the Namao
and the research being conducted. The
studies are comprehensive and very en-
couraging.

SR
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The Fish Winnipeg committee is looking
forward to an even larger and better
program next year.
                                                                  DL
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Congratulations to Jeff Anderson and Tara
Bortoluzzi, this year's winners of the $2500
Dr. Ken Stewart Scholarship in Aquatic Bi-
ology and Conservation.

Jeff is a M.Sc. student in the Zoology De-
partment at the U. of M. who is working
with Dr. Bill Franzin of the Freshwater In-
stitute.

He is putting radio transmitter tags on sev-
eral species of fish in the Assiniboine River
to track their movements and habitat use.

Tara is a M.Sc. student in the Botany De-
partment at the U. of M. She is studying
the amount of primary nutrients (phosphate
and nitrate) entering the Delta and Netley-
Libau marshes.

If nutrient levels are too high, excessive
plant growth will cause depletion of oxy-
gen from the water and the vegetation also
fills in open water areas and traps sedi-
ment, increasing the replacement of water
area by land.

All of this reduces the role of marshes as
spawning and rearing areas for fish and as
nesting and shelter areas for wildlife.

KS
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c/o 200-1555 St. James St.
Winnipeg, MB, R3H 1B5
(204) 487-6499
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Fish Futures Inc. is a non-profit, registered
charitable organization dedicated to the
conservation and enhancement of
freshwater fisheries through:

• Sponsorship, development and encour-
agement of research projects

• Habitat preservation, enhancement and
management projects

• Public education to increase awareness
of the value of freshwater fisheries and the
need for conservation and enhancement
of fish stocks and habitat.

Fish Futures is managed by a volunteer

Board of Directors comprised of members
of the public and representatives of
government, industry and the scientific
community.

For more information about Fish Futures
Inc. please contact us at:
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Simply put, instream  flow  is water flowing
in a stream.  Flow determines the river’s
location, what it looks like, and conse-
quently what services it can provide.

It is widely understood, there are high flow
years and low flow years, as well as varia-
tions in flow within each year.

This flow variability is essential because
different flow levels enable critical ecologi-
cal processes that cannot otherwise oc-
cur.

An instream flow study attempts to mimic
the natural flow regime in terms of timing,
magnitude, frequency, duration and the rate
of change as closely as possible.  How-
ever, there is no universally accepted meth-
odology for determining instream flow re-
gimes.

Manitoba Conservation Fisheries Branch
and Regional staff, Department of Fisher-
ies and Oceans biologists, a University of
Manitoba hydrologic engineer and Dr. Ken
Stewart are working on an instream flow
study of the Assiniboine River to ensure a
long-term, sustainable healthy river.

 The team is developing instream flow rec-
ommendations for April to September by
evaluating long-term changes to

Above: Assiniboine River at Portage La Prairie

streamflow variability, flows required for
processes essential to river function, and
the spawning and summer growth require-
ments of fish.

A draft report will be completed by April
30, 2003.

JH
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