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Lake Winnipeg’s world-class beaches have been closed to swimmers because 
of high concentrations of E. coli or toxic blue-green algae.  The Devils Lake di-
version is open and water known to contain three parasites not previously found 
in Lake Winnipeg is now flowing north.  If Manitobans are not convinced that 
the big lake is in danger, now Dr. Terry Dick from the University of Manitoba 
has found Asian tapeworm (Bothriocephalus achelignoathi) in adult walleye, 
sauger, pike and goldeye in Lake Winnipeg, and in emerald shiners sampled 
from the Red River and its outlet area. 

Asian tapeworm causes intestinal problems in fish and minnows, resulting in 
reduced swimming capability, a reduction in growth and reproductive capacity, 
and leading to secondary bacterial infections.  Fish and minnows in their first 
year of life are particularly susceptible to infection and mortality.

Emerald shiners are the most important food source for Lake Winnipeg walleye 
and sauger.  If the Asian tapeworm causes a significant increase in the mortality 
of these emerald shiners, there could be a tremendous impact on the ecosys-
tem.  A high percentage of emerald shiners in the Lake Winnipeg samples were 
infected, and there is evidence of pathology in the intestine, indicating a high 
level of infection.  

The Asian tapeworm was originally discovered in China in grass carp in 1934.  
It has since been reported in every continent, except Antarctica, and is known to 
infect 102 species from 14 families and seven orders of freshwater fish. 

The adult tapeworm is found in the intestine of fish.  Fish acquire the tapeworm 
by ingesting zooplankton that harbor its infectious larvae.  The zooplankton is 
parasitized by ingesting the free-swimming form of the tapeworm that hatches 
from eggs expelled through feces of infected fish.  Little research has been 
completed on the impact of Asian tapeworm on natural fish communities.  It is 
known however that this tapeworm can cause serious damage to fry and small 
fish.  

The discovery of Asian tapeworm in Manitoba should send a message about 
the risks and potential consequences of transferring fish species across basin 
boundaries.  Current studies are trying to determine the distribution of the para-
site in Lake Winnipeg and in emerald shiners, and also tracking their possible 
route of entry into Canada.

Fish Futures supports the Lake Winnipeg Research Consortium and we have 
contributed to the Namao and its research activities.  Fish Futures has also 
funded studies on Lake Winnipeg through the Dr. Ken Stewart Scholarship in 
Aquatic Sciences.
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A Letter From Jerry Kruczek, Chairman - Fish Futures Banquet Committee

Dear Fish Futures Supporters,

Wow . . . it’s hard to believe that another Banquet has come and gone.  There’s so much preparation and the 
fun part only lasts one evening!  As I am writing this letter, the rest of the Banquet Committee is hard at work 
making plans for next year’s banquet.

Every year, the most important consideration is how much our guests will enjoy themselves at the Banquet.  Of 
special concern to me this year was the change in venue.  Although a lot of effort was put into making sure that 
all of the details were looked after, we were not 100% sure that our guests would embrace the new location.  
Well, the ballots are in, and by all accounts, the new location was extremely well received.  From the ample 
parking, to the increased seating room, to the convenient layout of the auctions and master angler areas, Canad 
Inns Polo Park proved to be an excellent choice of venue.

I would like to say a special thank you to all of our guests who took the time to call or write with your com-
ments about this year’s banquet.  One of the biggest raves was about the slightly spicy, shore-lunch style 
walleye dinner.  We also received many compliments about the large number of hostesses that were on hand to 
look after all of our guests needs.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Craig Best, Alain Dumonceaux, Karen Kummen Diak and all of 
the staff at Canad Inns Polo Park for listening so intently to all of our (sometimes odd) requests, and making 
sure that every detail was looked after.  The Canad Inns staff went to great lengths to make sure that our guests 
enjoyed their evening at this new location, and they definitely helped make this event a huge success.

This year we had the honour of presenting Nick and Bill Kolansky of Crow Duck Lake Camp with our Major 
Long Time Contributor Appreciation Award.  Nick and Bill have been contributing trips to their Camp each 
year since Fish Futures started up the Banquet nineteen years ago.  Their strong support for Fish Futures initia-
tives has contributed to protecting, preserving, and enhancing our fisheries for future generations to enjoy.

The Banquet raised approximately $70,000.00 this year, which will go a long way in conserving and enhancing 
Manitoba’s fishing resources, and in supporting other initiatives that help protect this most precious resource.

I have comfort in knowing that this year’s banquet was a success in the eyes of our guests.  Our guests should 
take comfort in knowing that the money raised will make Manitoba a better place to live and fish.

Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable summer.

Sincerely,

Jerry Kruczek
Chairman, Fish Futures Banquet Committee

 BANQUET MOVE A HUGE SUCCESS 

Fish Futures 18th Annual Banquet and Auction
Thursday, May 4th, 2006 - 3:00 PM "Early Bird Lounge"

The Royal Crown Banquet and Conference Centre
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What is Fish Futures Inc.?

Fish Futures Inc.
c/o 200-1555 St. James St.
Winnipeg, MB, R3H 1B5
(204) 487-6499

E-Mail: fishfutures@mts.net
Website: www.fishfutures.net

Fish Futures Inc. is a non-profit, 
registered charitable organization 
dedicated to the conservation and 
enhancement of freshwater fisheries 
through:
•  Sponsorship, development and en-
couragement of research projects.
•  Habitat preservation, enhancement 
and management projects.
•  Public education to increase aware-
ness of the value of freshwater fisheries 
and the need for conservation and en-
hancement of fish stocks and habitat.

Fish Futures is managed by a volunteer 
Board of Directors comprised of 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d 
representatives of government, industry 
and the scientific community.
For more information about Fish 
Futures Inc. please contact us at:

"Working Today 
for Tomorrow's Fisheries Resource"

Manitoba's finest BBQ chefs and fish 
filleters offer tips and free samples.

Winnipeg Fish Festival
Saturday, July 7th at The Forks

11 AM to 4 PM
Parents!  Grandparents!  Good Neighbours!  Help teach the 
next generation about fish, angling, and the environment.  Take 
a child to the Winnipeg Fish Festival.

This free event is fun, fun, fun for children of all ages!  In the 
shade, under the big tent at The Forks, there will be kids’ activ-
ity stations, seminars with Todd Langley of City Cats Guiding 
Service, a casting corral, free arts and crafts, filleting/cooking 
demonstrations, safe boating information, mascots, and hourly 
prize draws.  This is our 13th Annual celebration.  

The Winnipeg Fish Festival is sponsored by the Urban Angling 
Partnership (UAP), of which Fish Futures is a member.  The UAP 
is comprised of private sector and government organizations 
that work together to showcase the world-class fisheries in 
Winnipeg along the Red and Assiniboine rivers.

Freddy the Fish - A Crowd Pleaser!

Father and Son land the Big One!Good Fishing - Friendly Competition

Urban Fishing Derby
Saturday, September 15th at The Forks

10 AM to 4 PM

Last year, the top angler in the adult division won first prize 
with a 80 cm. catfish.  First prize was a Lund Boat, Mercury mo-
tor, E Z Loader trailer, Minn Kota trolling motor, Humminbird 
fish finder, East Penn Marine Battery (Estimated value $3,500).  
Over 400 people participated, and the event raised $1,750 for 
the Never Alone Foundation - Cancer Care.  

This year, the Urban Fishing Derby will be bigger and bet-
ter than ever.  There will be over $5,000 worth of prizes to be 
given away to anglers in adult and youth categories.  

Do you have what it takes to be Winnipeg’s top angler?  Arrive 
early to claim your choice spot along the Red River Walkway 
(Marina to the end of the Red River path).  The results of the 
Derby and photos of the winners will be published in an up-
coming issue of Fish News.


